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"Building College and Career Ready Brickies" 

January 15, 2021 
Dear School City of Hobart Families, 

As of 1/8/21, Lake County is at 15.2% 7-Day Positivity Rate with a 25.1% 7-Day Positivity Rate For Unique 
Individuals. Using the Zip Code for Hobart on the Indiana State COVID Dashboard published on 1/11/21, Hobart 
reported 217 new cases. In the School City of Hobart as of Friday 1/15 at the end of the day, there is a total of 19 
positive student cases (0.78%) and 146 students quarantined (5.99%). Staff data includes 8 positive cases (1.51%) 
and 8 staff quarantined (1.51%). Let’s stay well by always using our safety measures everywhere! 

With community spread being high in Lake County 
(RED), the School City of Hobart must MAINTAIN THE 
STATUS QUO for Live and ELearning. This means 
that your family must stay with your current standing 
as a Live or ELearner for now. When the community 
spread is back under control, we will communicate 
with how we can bring ELearner students back safely 
in the second semester. For reference on the back 
page, please refer to the K-12 Recommendations 
Based on the Level of Community Spread by the 
Indiana Department of Health, updated as of 
December 15, 2020. We need to hold on to what we 
are doing and what is working when the worst is 
expected. Our current status allows for proper social 
distancing. Should a parent request a change to Live 
Learning, please contact the principal of each school. As 
seats become available that allow us to keep social 
distancing, we will place students. Should a parent 
request that their child move to ELearning, please contact 
the principal for this as well.  We will continue to send 
weekly reports in Skyward and post updates on the 
Protect Brickies website 
(www.hobart.k12.in.us/protectbrickies) to keep you 
informed as to where we are with COVID data.  

I want to thank you for working as a community in taking care of each other as we get through this 
unprecedented time together.   

Our goal is to stay in school as long as we can. Please help us stay in 
school by using the 3 W’s.  
What would constitute a school closure and a move to ELearning?  
• The state/local authorities indicate a need for a school closure.
• One school or the entire district has a climbing positivity rate and the number of the

students quarantined would indicate a need for ELearning due to the excessive amount of
absenteeism.

• One school or the district cannot maintain staffing levels due to a climbing positivity rate
and the number of staff quarantined.

Data could change quickly and not afford much notice of a school closure that moves us to an all 
ELearning platform.  We will work diligently to Protect our Brickies as indicated in our plan and to give 
families as much notice as possible if we have to move to ELearning. 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Buffington 

http://www.hobart.k12.in.us/protectbrickies


PRE-K-12 RECOMMENDATIONS BASED ON LEVEL OF COMMUNITY SPREAD
This information is designed to help local officials make decisions about school operations based on the level of COVID-19 in their counties.

Schools may remain open to in-person instruction at all levels as conditions permit. Decisions should be made in consultation with local health 
officials in accordance with all current local and state guidelines.

PRE K-12 
RECOMMENDATIONS

SCHOOL 
RECOMMENDATIONS

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

•  Schools may operate all grades 
in-person, taking proper precautions 
including maximizing social distancing, 
focusing on hand hygiene, and wearing 
masks. *
•  Limit activities where social 
distancing is not feasible.
• No gatherings over 250 people.

•  Extracurricular activities are limited to 
25 percent capacity.
•  All non-competing and non-
performing participants and 
spectators must wear face coverings 
per Executive Order 20-50. 

•  Engage community to actively 
participate in continued precautions.
•  Limit social activities to participants, 
parents and minor children.
•  Discuss with parents and guardians
about limiting social events outside of 
school.

 

•  Schools may continue all grades in-person 
but should be vigilant in taking all proper 
precautions including maximizing social 
distancing, focusing on hand hygiene, and 
wearing masks. *
•  No assemblies or activities where social 
distancing is not feasible.
•  No gatherings over 100 people.    

•  Attendance at winter indoor K-12 
extracurricular activities and co-curricular 
activities is limited to 25 percent capacity, in 
consultation with local health departments. 
•  All non-competing and non-performing 
participants and spectators must wear face 
coverings per Executive Order 20-50.
•  Be vigilant about precautions for 
extracurricular activities and postpone or 
cancel activities as warranted. 
•  Athletic and extracurricular activities 
should consider permitting parents/ 
guardians and close family only. 

•  Discuss with parents and guardians about 
limiting social events outside of school.
•  Follow guidance in Executive Order 20-50 
and all local guidance.
•  Local education leaders work with county 
health o�cials to determine if increased 
precautions and community engagement 
activities are necessary to prevent escalation 
of disease.
•  Limit social activities to participants, 
parents and minor children.

•  Schools may continue in-person 
instruction, especially in grades K-8, but 
decisions should be made in consultation 
with local health department and include 
consideration of the ability to maintain 
social distancing, enforce hand hygiene 
and wearing of masks.
•  No assemblies or large group activities.
•  No gatherings over 50 people. 

•  Attendance at winter indoor K-12 
extracurricular activities and co-curricular 
activities is limited to 25 percent capacity, in 
consultation with local health departments. 
•  All non-competing and non-performing 
participants and spectators must wear face 
coverings per Executive Order 20-50.
•  Be vigilant about precautions for 
extracurricular activities and postpone or 
cancel activities as warranted. 
•  Athletic and extracurricular activities 
should consider permitting parents/ 
guardians and close family only.

•  Discuss with parents and guardians about 
limiting social events outside of school.
•  Follow guidance in Executive Order  20-50 
and all local guidance.
•  Local county education leaders will work 
collaboratively with local health 
departments to consider implementation 
of aggressive precaution measures both 
in schools and communities. 
•  Limit social activities to participants, 
parents and minor children.

•  Schools may continue in-person instruction, 
especially in grades K-8, but decisions should 
be made in consultation with local health
o�cials and include consideration of the 
ability to maintain social distancing, enforce 
hand hygiene and wearing of masks. 
•  Schools may consider hybrid instruction for 
high school students in consultation with local 
health o�cials.
•  No gatherings over 25 people. 

•  Attendance at winter K-12 extra-curricular 
and co-curricular activities is limited to 
participants, support personnel, 
parents/guardians and younger siblings, 
in consultation with local health o�cials.
•  All non-competing and non-performing 
participants and spectators must wear face 
coverings per Executive Order 20-50.
•  Be vigilant about precautions for extracurric-
ular activities and postpone or cancel activities 
as warranted. 

•  Discourage social events.
•  Follow guidance in Executive Order 20-50 
and all local guidance.
•  Local county education leaders will work 
collaboratively with local health departments 
to consider implementation of aggressive 
precaution measures both in schools and 
communities.

* Continue strict contact tracing, education about testing and staying home when ill or a close contact. Be prepared to move to virtual learning and provide virtual options 
for medically vulnerable children and families who select that option for their children.

** Strong recommendation for all school systems to maintain a building that is open to assist students with remote learning, to ensure safety and food security or to 
enter into an agreement with community organizations to do the same.
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